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i£:.lOiUL:DUi-I 

TO : Chief, FDP, 030 

Chief, S3, CPC 

FROM : FDP-f, CSC/ 



20 September 1951 


SUBJECT: Contact with National League of the Mountains 


1* On 17 September,/ ""A mentioned that ^ 

was interested in moim tinman operrrrion designed to contact the 
leaders of the National League of the Mou ntain s , an Albanian resistance 
organization described in 30DB-42023 ./ ^Jstated that, as 

agreed with 0S0 at the time of the disS'eminatiSTr of the report, details 
of this operation would be worked out in collaboration with the 
Albanian Branch, CSC. 

2. Study of the problem by this Branch leads to the conclusion 
that the approach to the League must, if it is to be either effective 
or secure, take place through the BKI, even though the Leagued appeal 
was not directed to any one party. 

3. A breakdown of the leaders listed in the above-cited report 
shows seven of them to be Roman Catholics, and thus almost automatically 
closely tied to Gjon Markagjoni. Of these Catholics, Don Zef Oroshi, 
the League president, is described by a SKI source as M a fiduciary of 
bkrlcagjoni," while Preng Kol Gjonnarka j is Markag joni 1 s cousin. Of the 
Mohammedans, the most prominent, Haki Busin ti, comes from a family which 
has long been allied with that of Ikrkagjoni. From these fsxts alone, 
it appears difficult to approach the League through any group but BKI, 
from which Markagjoni is inseparable. The attempt to use members of any 
other group would merely involve us in complicated regional, party, and 
personal conflicts. 

4* Another reason making it desirable to use BKI members is that 
at the present time we should avoid any action which could be interpreted 
by BKI as an instance of bad faith, lest the organization^ leaders feel 
justified in accepting tempting Yugoslav offers currently being tendered 
them. 



5. Though use of BKI by OPC has so far been precluded by the issue 
of the former ! s exclusion from NCF:\, it is believed that a solution con 
bo found in the form of a direct OPC invitation to BKI , through 030, to 
participate in an operation to be conducted entirely independently and 
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without the knowledge of UCFA. A direct and non-political approach 
of this nature should allow the exploitation of SKI's capacities and 
mice for relatively good security, since the number of Albanian emigres 
privy to the operation would be held to a minimum number of persons 
sharing common loyalties. 

6. Such an approach would require notification of Italian Intelli- 
gence. It is believed, however, that 0S0 can obtain Italian consent 
for exclusively American use of BKI personnel as long as it is clearly 
understood that no third service is involved. 

7. 0S0 has available in Italy one Albanian leader of a prominent 
northern Catholic family, who would be appropriate for this operation. 
From other personnel presently in Greece, it is believed that a satis- 
factory team of fora’ or five men, including a v/t opera. tor, can be 
formed. 



